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S p ec ia l E d ition 

 

Update f r o m  D r .  A r t B r o w n  
  

We arrived in Port-au-Prince around two p.m. Thursday after the 8½ hour drive from Santo Domingo. 
We visited the FOHO (Friends of Haiti Organization) building ruins and prayed near the "cave of life" 
site in which the Lord protected Jack Munos and Katie Zook until they could be rescued. We prayed 
with thanksgiving for their rescue and in grief for the families of Jeanne, Merle, Gene and Erlin. Next 
we visited the family next door whose home was destroyed by the FOHO collapse and from which two 
bodies are also yet to be retrieved. We shared our sorrow for them and prayed together.   
 
On Friday we traveled through Port-au-Prince and were amazed at how commerce has returned to the 
streets. These are a very resilient people. As we drove to the city center, we grieved anew. The main 
government buildings are in shambles. The historic palace has collapsed; the judicial building is rubble.   
 
We had two important meetings. One was with the Haiti superintendent's team, missionary Rick Ireland 
and Haitian pastor Jean Marc Zamor. We confirmed the major outline of our response efforts and a 
structure for making decisions going forward under their leadership. The Spirit of God provided a 
wonderful atmosphere as we grieved, expressed mutual support and prayed together. Each of the bishops 
- Bishop Cecilio (Dominican Republic), Bishop Roller (U.S.) and Bishop Elford (Canada) - expressed 
sorrow for the tragedy, solidarity with the Haitian people and a commitment to stand with them as we go 
forward.  
  
Next we met with the western district pastors - their churches took the brunt of the devastation. We wept, 
prayed and shared together. Bishop Roller and Jean Marc explained to them the response plan, and we 
dialogued together. Each of them has lost their home. Most are living under temporary tarps where they 
can find a place. When I asked one pastor where he was living, he said in a neighbor's yard. "Do you 
have a tent?" I asked. "No," he responded, "just a cover." 
 
We visited the yard where between 12 and 15 families from our Delmas 53 church live in tents. It is a 
block from their destroyed church and a half block from a school where three of their member's bodies 
are still under the rubble. The ladies' church choir was practicing in one corner; tents covered nearly 
every square foot; school benches were along the wall; and dinner was being cooked. An amazing sense 
of calm and peace prevailed in spite of the very difficult circumstances. The church was living together 
and sharing both their need and their resources.  



  
Lord, help us know how to be extravagantly generous as we stand with our church in Haiti!  

 

R el i ef  F u n ds  
  

Relief funds are being distributed in three waves. During this first wave - occurring at this time - money 
is being given to Haitian superintendents and pastors at specific distribution points concentrated in areas 
where Free Methodists live. The funds are being used to purchase water, food, tents, medical supplies 
and other necessities - not only providing relief supplies but also a boost to the local economy. The 
funds have been brought in by FM teams entering the country.  
 
The second wave of funds will be used for rehabilitation and the third for development. Budgets are 
being developed with the Haitian FMC for use of wave two and three funds. 

  

H el p H ai ti  H eal  
Give 
Give online at: www.helphaitiheal.org  
or send checks to:  
Bishops Famine and Relief Fund 
Free Methodist Church of North America 
PO Box 535002 
Indianapolis IN 46253-5002 
  
Canada churches: 
Short-Term Emergency Relief 
World Relief Canada (qualifies for CIDA matching grants) 
www.wrcanada.org 
  
Mid to Long-Term Rebuilding 
Bishop's Famine and Relief Fund 
Free Methodist Church in Canada 
www.fmc-canada.org 
  
Haiti relief donations qualify for immediate tax relief. For more information, click here.  
  
Go   
Click here http://go.fmwm.org/go/haiti/haiti.php to complete a 
response/registration form for volunteer service in Haiti. 
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