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Update on Response Teams 

  

Tuesday evening, January 26, 2010 
Port-au-Prince Report #5 
Reported by John Hay, Jr., ICCM Director of Advancement 
  
Free Methodist Haitian Earthquake Response Team #2 concluded its mission on Monday and 
returned to Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, on Tuesday to brief Team #3. Team #3 
makes the seven-hour drive to Port-au-Prince on Wednesday, January 27, with more relief 
supplies, a well-drilling team, logistics experts and International Child Care Ministries 
(ICCM) leaders. 
  
The Tuesday evening briefing between the two teams yielded a sobering assessment of 
conditions in Port-au-Prince. "What you see on TV is not true; it is much worse," one team 
member said. Another reflected: "It is so overwhelming, you cannot put words to it." The 
team described people living in tent villages on every available open space, calling out for 
water and food, and afraid to go inside buildings and homes that are still standing. 
  
They also described heroic efforts of rescue and people sharing with each other the food and 
water they are able to access. An informal economy is beginning to supply essential needs 
even as the formal economy of the city struggles to come back online. "The people of Port-
au-Prince are still in shock," one team member declared. 
  
Structural engineer Ken LaBelle inspected ten ICCM schools, along with churches and 
homes, with the assistance of Haitian ICCM and church leaders. Many schools and FM 
church facilities will need to be rebuilt in the months and years ahead. The task ahead is 
immense, but the faith of many in the Haitian Free Methodist Church is strong. 
  
Response Team #2 was also able to restore electricity to the ICCM office so it can serve as a 
center for helping schools across the country resume classes as soon as feasible. 
  
Team #3 will begin its service on Wednesday, January 27. The team includes well-drillers 
Curt King and Kevin Kate. They will attempt to find water that will be a life-giving resource 



for many. Two team members will focus on logistics for relief and recovery teams going to 
Haiti over the next several months. ICCM Director Linda Adams and I will work with the 
Haitian ICCM staff, visiting schools, finding ICCM-sponsored children, and distributing 
supplies. 
  

 

Update on Injured in U.S. 

  

Both Katie Zook and Jack Munos are out of ICU. Jack underwent surgery Tuesday, 
January 26, to close incisions in his leg. The prognosis for both Katie and Jack is for full 
recovery.  
  
Gerthy Desvariste - Gerthy's injured leg is progressing well, and medications are 
helping manage her pain. Miami Haitian churches are providing visits, clothing for Supt. 
Desvariste (who is staying with her) and food for both. 
  

  
 

Help Haiti Heal 

  

Give 
Give online at: www.helphaitiheal.org  
or send checks to:  
Bishops Famine and Relief Fund 
Free Methodist Church of North America 
PO Box 535002 
Indianapolis IN 46253-5002 
  
Go  
Click here http://go.fmwm.org/go/haiti/haiti.php to complete a 
response/registration form for volunteer service in Haiti. 
  
Pray  
Participate in the Day of Prayer and Fasting for Haiti, January 27, 2010. 
  


