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S p ec ia l E d it ion

Update from Team A
Haiti Update 
R epo r ted f r o m  P o r t- au - P r in c e b y  D el ia N ü es c h - O l v er  o n  b eh al f  o f  th e s ec o n d r es po n s e team .    
S atu r day ,  J an u ar y  2 3 ,  2 0 1 0
"Will we ever get over this trauma?" Gaity said. "I had an appointment with Pastor Jeanne but she was 
praying;  so I went downstairs to wait f or her to f inish. T hen the earthq uak e happened." 
 "It was terrible,  terrible;  and now it is terribly sad,  terribly sad. B ut this I k now:  God is in c harge." -  
R obenson H erman,  Pastor Jeanne A c heson- M unos'  translator at the B ible Institute. 
While K en L aB elle and L arry Judy c hec k ed buildings f or struc tural saf ety,  A ndy Y ardy,  D r. D ale 
Woods and I visited sc hools and met and prayed with pastors and F ree M ethodist brothers and sisters. 
S ome of  those we prayed with are among the thousands and thousands living in "tents" made of  sheets 
draped f rom poles. 
T here are deep c rac k s on the roads and hillsides that have slid into roads,  mak ing driving a nightmare. It 
tak es hours and hours to get anywhere. 
We have been in buildings where the destruc tion took  our breath away,  suc h as L ' E glise and S c hool 
R ensberry M etodist L ibre.  We saw mile af ter mile of  c ollapsed buildings;  some look ing lik e powder. 
A nd that was on the main roads. When we went into the c ommunities we realiz ed that many people -  
many of  our people -  are living in the midst of  total destruc tion. 
A t the F ontamara F M C  people told us what happened:  a c rowd was waiting f or prayer meeting to start 
when the earthq uak e happened. F our died. T he loc al pastor reports that many c hildren have died in that 
neighborhood of  Port- au- Princ e -  some of  whom are "our" sponsored c hildren through International 
C hild C are M inistries. I f  sc hools had been in session,  many more would have died. I walk ed into the site 
of  a F M  sc hool and saw the blac k board:   "January 1 2 ,  2 0 1 0 . H omework  f or tomorrow."  T hat sc hool is 
no more. 
F ood and water are huge issues. We prayed f or many people;  we sang together and brought them words 



of  enc ouragement. A s we lef t,  they of ten said:  "B ut we still need f ood and water."  H eart wrenc hing.  
We had the j oy of  f inding some people whose f riends in the S tates had ask ed us to c hec k  whether they 
had survived.  
T his is a dangerous plac e. E ven if  there are no more af tershoc k s there is still muc h physic al danger. 
Prec arious buildings that are still standing might not survive a thunderstorm.  I f  the building is on a 
hillside,  a mudslide will tak e other buildings with them. 
D r. D ale Woods and I did a training video f or all V I S A  teams so they k now what to ex pec t i f  God c alls 
them to c ome here. We strongly rec ommend that all F M  V I S A  teams watc h this video and disc uss it 
with their spiritual leaders bef ore c oming to H aiti.  
We understand a F M  medic al team arrived at the D essalines H ospital ( 3  hours north of  Port- au- Princ e)  
today at 4  PM ,  but c ell phone towers were k noc k ed out,  mak ing c ommunic ation a huge problem f or 
everyone in Port- au- Princ e throughout the day. 
A s we look  to the f uture,  there is a great need of  small teams of  struc tural engineers to determine the 
saf ety of  all buildings -  c hurc hes,  sc hools and pastors'  homes.  M any of  our pastors are homeless,  living 
in the streets with their f amilies. T heir homes need to be assessed f or saf ety so they c an be f ree to 
minister to others. 
We saw people walk ing -  j ust walk ing -  with a c ompletely vac ant look  in their eyes. 
With the blessings of  B ishop R oller and D r. A rt B rown we have ask ed Jean M arc  to bec ome F ield 
C oordinator f or F M WM  response. H e is a H aitian leader,  q ualif ied f or this role. H e will be assisted by 
Pastor R ic k  Ireland as his administrator. Pastor Jean M arc  is assembling his team f or this role. 
Please c ontinue to pray f or us. D r. Woods and I are both preac hing tomorrow ( S unday)  in dif f erent 
c hurc hes.  
T he F ree M ethodist C hurc h in H aiti 
►  7 3  f ull c hurc hes 
►  2 8  c hurc h plants 
►  M ore than 8 , 9 0 0  c hildren sponsored through International C hild C are M inistries 
►  1 1 7  primary sc hools /  2 2 , 1 2 2  students 
►  2 0  sec ondary sc hools /  2 , 8 5 9  students 

H el p H ai t i  H eal
Give
G iv e o n l in e at: www.helphaitiheal.org
or s en d c h ec k s  to :
B ishops F amine and R elief  F und 
F ree M ethodist C hurc h of  N orth A meric a 
PO  B ox  5 3 5 0 0 2  



Indianapolis I N  4 6 2 5 3 - 5 0 0 2  
Go   
C ontac t V I S A  M inistries at c onniek @ f mc na.org or c lic k  on go.f mwm.org. 
P r a y   
Partic ipate in the D ay of  Prayer and F asting f or H aiti,  January 2 7 ,  2 0 1 0 . 


