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A Christmas Crisis:  
Our First Christmas Program 

Thanks to all who prayed faithfully for our church’s first 
official Christmas program.  It was a lot of work, but in the 
end we were able to pull it off!  The Friday before 
Christmas, Carrie threw a Christmas party for all the 
children and youth involved in the church, whether 
through Sunday School, children’s church, or English 
classes. It was a bit frustrating as the couple that was 
supposed to help with the event called a few hours ahead 
of time to say they forgot and made other plans. So they 
wouldn’t be there, leaving Carrie alone with 22 children 
and youth! In the end, a woman from the church came 
through, and several entire families showed up for the 
event, so there were other adults present, much to our 
delight. Events included food, games, craft tables, and a 
work station to put together care packages for the 
homeless to be passed out to the needy of Madrid.  

On Sunday morning, the children did a short play 
entitled “A Christmas Crisis.” One student read the 
Christmas story from Luke 2, and the English students 
(both children and adults) sang several classic Christmas 
carols in English. After the children’s participation, 
Michael preached his very first sermon in Spanish! What 
a joy to see that several months of intense language 
study are beginning to pay off! 

 
Passengers sleeping on the bus in “ A Christmas Crisis”  

How We Spent the Holidays 
With the Christmas program and sermon behind us, we 

threw our suitcases in the car and headed to the south of 
Spain to Alcoy to spend a few days with Carrie’s adoptive 
Spanish family. It was a wonderful time of rest, fun, and 
reconnecting with loved ones, but it ended too soon and 
we were back in Madrid before we knew it!  

We rang in the New Year with fellow missionaries Josh 
and Susy Fajardo and a few folks from church. It is 
Spanish tradition to eat a grape (with seeds still in) at the 
chime of each bell at midnight, and we had a great time 

stuffing our cheeks like chipmunks. Our only regret is 
not having taken a picture to show you! 

Unfortunately, Carrie spent most of New Year’s Day 
sick in bed. Praise the Lord, thanks to your prayers 
and some massive doses of Airborne (keep both 
coming!), the next day she felt as good as new, and 
we picked up her youngest sister, Amy, from the 
airport for a two-week visit. King’s Day, which is a 
really big day here in Spain as it is the day everyone 
receives their presents, we drew a larger crowd at 
church than we were anticipating. The rest of the day 
was pretty uneventful as we sat at home alone while 
the rest of the country celebrated with family. Next 
year, we hope to spend it in Alcoy with the good-
looking bunch you see in this picture! 

 
An intimate Christmas gathering with Carrie’s Spanish family 

“ The Reign in Spain”  Is Back 
After seven weeks of scratching our heads over why 

exactly our blog went haywire, we seem to have the 
problem resolved. If you signed up for automatic 
updates, you should be receiving them once again.  
Thank you so much for your understanding, and if you 
missed “back issues” of our blog, you can always 
check them out at www.mikencaty.typepad.com. 

 
English students caroling for Christmas 



A Financial Update 
The great news is that with your help, we’ve made it off 

the list of those missionaries being sent home (yeah!!!), 
but we aren’t completely out of the woods yet. With our 
support at only 79%, and the dollar’s continued decline, 
we understand that securing our support for this new year 
is absolutely necessary for our work in Spain. Thank you 
so much to you who have given faithfully over the past 
year, and thank you to those generous few who have 
increased their giving for 2008!  We are praying that, in 
spite of the lack of commitments, the money will be 
provided in full as it has in 2007. Again, thank you so 
much for your prayers, your financial backing, and your 
involvement in Team Spain to reach the lost for Christ. 

Please keep the five families who will be sent home to 
raise more support in your prayers. It cannot be easy 
leaving your ministry hanging while you go back to try and 
rally more support. Especially remember the Fajardos, 
our fellow missionaries and team leaders. They are in a 
very difficult situation with their support, and will be forced 
to return sooner than they had hoped. 

Michael’s Greatest Triumph! 
Michael wowed us all on December 23 when he 

preached for the special Christmas program. This time 
there was no translator to support him…he was on his 
own! He preached a short sermon on the true meaning of 
Christmas and all the things we tend to make it that it’s 
not. He did a wonderful job writing and preaching the 
sermon with little more than editing help from Carrie. We 
are all so proud of him! Although he still is very self-
conscious about his level of Spanish, he is 
communicating more clearly each day and continues to 
make progress. Please continue to pray for his language 
and social development in Spain, and that he would find 
time to complete his homework each night (which some 
days may take several hours). 

 
Michael preaches his first sermon ent irely in Spanish! 

Praises 
�  We survived the holidays! 
�  For the success of the Christmas program. 
�  For Michael’s first sermon in Spanish. 
�  We were able to end 2007 in the black. 
�  That each time I sit down to write a newsletter, 

our church has welcomed several new people into 
fellowship. 

�  For Carrie’s sister’s visit to Spain and for her 
future as she has recently graduated as a doctor 
of Chiropractic and is weighing her options as to 
where to live and work. 

�  For the few Christmas cards that made it past the 
mail strike in Spain to cheer us up over the 
holidays. 

�  For the church’s first official birthday on January 
20 and the special program being planned to 
celebrate it. 

Prayers 
�  The church-wide 30-day fast we will begin on 

Monday, as we seek the Lord and His direction 
for His church in 2008. 

�  For short-term missionary, Kris, in Lanzarote as 
she continues to find her niche in her new 
surroundings. 

�  For Michael’s language study and that he would 
be encouraged by his progress. 

�  For the new semester of English classes and two 
new children signing up. 

�  For the children’s program: specifically, for 
another Sunday School teacher so we can split 
the group by age soon. With several new arrivals 
in December, we’re completely out of room! 

�  For our upcoming trip to Budapest for New 
European Missionary Orientation. May it be a time 
of learning, blessing, and encouragement. 

�  For a surgery that Michael needs on his foot that 
will require staying off his feet for a week. 

Contact Us 
Michael and Carrie (Caty) Hamley 

Plaza Naranjo de Bulnes No. 7  3ero C 
28523 Rivas-Vaciamadrid (MADRID) 

SPAIN 
 

     Phone: +34 91 666 1612 
     Email: mikencaty@hotmail.com 
     Blog: www.mikencaty.typepad.com 
 

 
“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, 
continue to live in him, rooted and built up in him, 
strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and 

overflowing with thankfulness.” 
–Colossians 2:6-7 


