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International Children’s Day 

 

Children are very near and dear to our hearts. They 
make up a large part of our overseas ministry focus. This 
is especially true for Carrie. It’s for this reason that it was 
especially meaningful for Carrie to be healed, off bed rest, 
and back to work just in time to celebrate International 
Children’s Day (June 1st) at both of the churches with 
which we are involved. The first (pictured above), was a 
day-long event involving games, food, crafts, and 
entertainment for over 30 children. The highlight was 
making butterfly handprint tee-shirts for each of the 
children (hanging in the back ground). What a mess! But 
at the end of the day, one little boy exclaimed, “This was 
the best kid’s church ever!” By the end, the adults were 
exhausted, but the children’s smiles reminded us that it 
was worth it! 

The following Saturday, we celebrated with the dear 
children of “little Africa” in Santa Marta. We learned about 
the special place that children held in Jesus’ heart and did 
many of the same games and crafts as the previous 
week, minus the paint! What a terrific way to honor these 
young ones. We jokingly told the churches here when 
asked how we celebrate children’s day in the U.S., “What 
do you mean? Every day is Children’s Day!”  

 

Celebrating Baptisms 
One of the highlights of the last month took place on 

May 31, when three new believers were baptized, 
including the first two persons ever to be baptized 
from the Santa Marta church planting project. The 
baptisms took place on a hot day in an inflatable 
children’s pool and, afterward, the children had their 
turn to get in and cool off. Everyone enjoyed a 
Brazilian-style barbecue and a great time of 
fellowship. It was an exciting day in the growth of the 
churches here, and particularly for Florinda, Mateus, 
and Karla (pictured below) as they made their public 
confession of faith in Christ and commitment to 
serving Him for all of the days of their lives. 

 

Time to REFRESH! 
We have been invited to participate in a 

conference/retreat/time of training and counseling for 
missionaries who have experienced difficulties on the 
field over the past few months. Given Carrie’s 
physical and emotional condition with recent events 
as well as uncertainty as far as our future place of 
ministry, we have accepted this invitation. We hope it 
will bless and enrich our lives and ministry. Please 
pray for us. We will be in Interlaken, Switzerland, 
through the end of the month after having moved our 
belongings back to Spain in anticipation of when we 
return to Europe in November. Pray that it will be a 
time of processing, healing, and growth in every 
aspect of our lives. We realize how rare opportunities 
like this one are to come by and, given the fact that 
the retreat was already over-booked when we first 
heard about it, we are confident that God moved 
mountains in order for us to be able to attend!  

Madrid VBS 
Last month, we reported that the summer program 

at Light and Life Christian Community in Rivas, just 
outside Madrid, had been canceled. While this 
remains the case, the children in the church and 



neighborhood will have the opportunity to attend a 
vacation Bible school at the church. This will be a 
standard weeklong program that will run July 13–17, with 
a dude ranch theme. And one of the most exciting parts 
for us is that we’ll be able to be there to help out! Two 
years ago, we and the Fajardos (fellow missionaries in 
Spain) flew to Lanzarote (Canary Islands) to assist our 
sister church with their first VBS. Now, three summers 
later, some of them will be coming to Madrid to help us 
put on the first-ever VBS at the Rivas church. 

Please pray for the children who come to the VBS. 
Many children in the neighborhood are latchkey kids 
whose parents work long hours to be able to make ends 
meet, and these children often have to make their own 
entertainment during the summer months. We are eager 
to provide an enjoyable and spiritually nurturing 
alternative for these young people, many of whom we’ve 
gotten to know and are near and dear to our hearts. 
Please pray as well that this program will reinvigorate the 
church’s efforts in reaching neighborhood children and 
that the program would go off well for all involved. 

On the Move…Again! 
Our six-month temporary assignment in Portugal is 

rapidly drawing to a close. Last week, we, along with our 
leaders, determined a direction for our future ministry, at 
least in the short term. The end result is that we’ll be 
moving our belongings back to Spain…later this week! 

Following the conference in Switzerland, we’ll be 
spending much of July determining if, how, and where we 
fit into the Lavapies Project in central Madrid. This is a 
holistic ministry project that will be quite multi-faceted, 
involving evangelism, pastoral and leadership training, 
social outreach, language classes, social service 
referrals, even job creation! It is a cooperative endeavor 
between seven different missions organizations, 
spearheaded by Free Methodist World Missions. Its 
intended setting will be the neighborhood of Lavapies 
(“Footwashers”) in central Madrid, which is widely 
considered the most diverse setting in all of Europe. (This 
is the plaza where we regularly did evangelism while 
ministering in Spain). 

Please pray for us as we undertake this exploration of 
how and where we might be of service to the spiritual and 
felt needs of so many in this fascinating setting. 

Summer Schedule 
Following our exploratory trip back to central Spain, we’ll 

embark upon a period of partnership building ministry 
back in the United States. Hopefully, that means we’ll be 
coming soon to a church near you! 

We’re already well on our way to planning many church 
visits. We’ve confirmed nearly 20 visits so far, with 
numerous others in the works as well. If your church is 
not yet on the list and you’d like it to be, e-mail us and let 
us know. Also, we want to be able to spend some time 
with our supporters, so if you would like to get together 
with us and chat while we are in your neighborhood, 
please let us know so we can make plans to see you! 

Aug. 9:  New Life FMC, Rock Hill, SC 

Aug. 12:  Murphy FMC, NC 

Aug. 13:  Fairview FMC, Gainesboro, TN 
Aug. 15:  Murfreesboro First FMC, TN 

Aug. 16:  Smyrna First FMC, TN (a.m.) 

Aug. 22:  Lakeshore FMC, North East, PA 

Aug. 23:  Erie First FMC, PA 

Sept. 6:  Greensburg FMC, PA 

Sept. 9:  Youngsville FMC, PA 

Sept. 10–11:  Warren FMC, PA 
Sept. 13:  Titusville FMC, PA (a.m.)  

Sept. 13:  Sugar Grove FMC, PA (p.m.) 

Sept. 20:  Oil City FMC, PA (a.m.) 

Sept. 23:  Coudersport FMC, PA (area churches 
invited) 

Sept. 26–27: New Life Community Chapel (formerly 
Van FMC, PA), missions conference 

Oct. 3–4: Gearhartville FMC missions conference, 
Phillipsburg, PA 

Oct. 18: Wilmore FMC, KY Sunday school classes 
(a.m.) 

Oct. 18: Lexington-Calvary FMC, KY (p.m.) 

*Others will be announced as they are confirmed. 

Praises 
�  Carrie is feeling much better and is back to full-

time ministry. 

�  The three baptisms we recently celebrated. 

�  We found homes for our pets while we’ll be back 
in the States visiting churches. A huge answer to 
prayer! 

Prayer Requests 
�  For our upcoming retreat/conference as well as 

transitions to Spain and then on the U.S. next 
month. 

�  For the missionaries who will be arriving from 
Brazil next week to support the churches once 
we’ve left. 

�  For discernment in deciding what our future 
ministry roles will be. 

Contact Us 
Michael and Carrie (Caty) Hamley 

252 Lauffer Mine Rd. 

Export, PA 15632 

USA 

Email: mikencaty@hotmail.com 
Blog: www.mikencaty.typepad.com 
 

“Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that 
cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God 
acceptably with reverence and awe.”  –Heb. 12:28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“ It is better to have loved and lost, then never to have 
loved at all” …Carrie says “ adeus”  to her beloved aquarium 

 


