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“ A Rolling Stone Gathers No Moss”  
I (Carrie) remember studying this saying back in 

Freshman English, wondering who would ever say such a 
thing and when it could ever apply in daily conversation.  
Well, when we look back to how God has continued to 
move throughout our community and local church over 
the past month, we can’t help but once again marvel at 
what we are seeing! These few short pages are 
insufficient to tell about the lives that have come to Christ 
in the past few weeks, the healing that has taken place 
(spiritual, physical, emotional, and relational), and the 
interest that has been sparked in the hearts of several of 
our suspicious neighbors.  These neighbors are now 
starting to visit and are being touched by God despite 
their hesitation. 

It all started late one Friday night a few weeks ago when 
one of my Sunday school and English class students 
disappeared while his single mother was at work.  He had 
been acting strangely all week, and I had mentioned his 
behavior to some folks even before this incident occurred. 
He had recently had a new “mystery friend,” and I did not 
have a good feeling about it. Since kidnappings are on 
the rise in Spain and they live in a particularly dangerous 
neighborhood, we immediately began a search. Many 
members spent the entire night in prayer or in the streets 
looking for ten-year-old Carlos. 

The next morning, the church family gathered to pray 
and to pass out pictures and flyers. The search was on! 
While the pastor was having flyers printed up, we began 
to pray. We felt the Lord with us as we wept and grieved 
the loss of one of our children. Before we even finished, 
we received a call that Carlos had been found, and that 
he was well. He had gone to his new friend’s house that 
evening and the parents had invited him to spend the 
night. He had assumed they had called and okayed it with 
his mother, and they assumed that he would do it! This 
little mix-up caused us all to lose a lot of sleep, it took up 
the time of nearly 20 police officers who joined the 
search, and it cost us many tears…yet if we had to do to 
do it all again, we would, ten times over!  

The result of this incident has been at least five people 
coming to the Lord (that we know of): Carlos’ mother (this 
time for real), one of his mother’s friends who saw though 
the events that there IS a loving God out there who cares 
for her, Carlos, and another two of his Sunday school 

classmates. Since that night, something has 
changed in each and every one of those 
individuals, and God is beginning to mold and 
shape them into the people he wants them to be. 

“A rolling stone gathers no moss”…and God 
continues to pick up speed every day as He 

sweeps though Spain with His love, 

forgiveness, and salvation for all who will accept. 
What an exciting time to be in Madrid! 

Foot Washing Service 
Our church has experienced many firsts in the past 

several weeks: first anniversary, first youth Sunday 
school class, first service in the dark (no electricity), 
first official potluck, etc. We have also added to that 
list a first foot washing service. It took place during the 
last weekend of 
the fast and 
was a very 
special time for 
all involved. 
We look 
forward to 
many more, 
similar services 
in the future as 
together we 
learn what it 
means to serve 
one another in 
humility and love. 

Break-Fast and Politics 
To celebrate the end of our fast, those who could 

gathered at our home for a typical American breakfast 
complete with pancakes (corn and flour), waffles, 
home fries, scrambled eggs, and fruit salad. It was a 
relaxing time of fellowship in which U.S. and Spanish 
politics seemed to be the topic on everyone’s mind. 
With the nearing of elections in Spain, the odds of 
another large-scale terrorist attack (like the bombing 
of the country’s most important commuter train station 
a few days before the last elections) are very high. 
Please pray for PEACE and SAFETY during these 
days of political uncertainty. Just to be on the safe 
side, we will be avoiding the metro system and the 
downtown area as much as possible until the 
elections are over. 

A Picture Says 1,000 Words 

 
Thank you for praying for our safety while in Tunisia.  

God really prospered our trip, and we were able to 
see seven of the ten major Tunisian cities in one 
week! While on vacation, we made lots of friends from 
the Madrid area and we were able to get to know 
them as we traveled and explored together (safety in 



numbers!). It would take far too long to tell you all about it, 
so we are going to include the highlights in pictures. Our 
favorite part of the trip was an overnight trip into the 
desert to camp in a Bedouin tent in an oasis, take a dip in 
the natural hot spring pool by starlight, and explore the 
desert on camel in the morning. Thanks to the generous 
invitation of an Italian couple we befriended, this was 
possible. They rented a car and invited us along for the 
ride! It was a real adventure, and we were so blessed to 
have experienced it! 

   
 Carrie makes a friend A typical market street 

   
Snack time! 

   
 Outside “Jem” coliseum Desert avalanche? 

Casting a Wide Net 
One of the lessons we’ve been learning is that people’s 

surface-level needs are often the avenue by which they 
become aware of their spiritual needs. So what are we to 
do in a relatively prosperous country where, for the 
majority of people, day-to-day needs are already met? It’s 
here that another lesson comes into play: Sharing Christ 
with others is best done through personal relationships. 
These are not contradictory ideas: in the anonymity of a 
large city, real personal relationships are often far fewer 
than might be expected. 

With this in mind, while we continue to serve the church 
here through active involvement on many levels, we also 
endeavor to reach out to those outside of the church 
through social networking, mainly based on common 
interests. Some of the ways we’ve done this are through 

joining the Rivas scuba diving club, as well as 
Michael’s involvement with the local hiking club. 
Besides the chance to engage in some of our favorite 
activities from time to time, we also are able to build 
relationships with a variety of people who might not 
otherwise get to meet a Christian in the flesh. Please 
pray for us, that we might have opportunities to share 
Jesus’ love with Spaniards outside the church. 

Praises 
�  The safe return of Carlos and the positive 

changes it has brought about in his mother’s 
lifestyle 

�  For three children who gave their lives to Jesus 
�  A safe and enjoyable trip to Tunisia and for the 

friends we made along the way! 
�  Help is on its way! This summer, Becky 

Davenport (Nicholasville, KY) will join and assist 
us for 6 weeks as we develop and implement a 
summer children’s program (Becky is a former 
student of Carrie’s and a missionary at heart!) 

Prayers 
�  For the upcoming Spanish elections and the 

safety of the entire country (especially Madrid) in 
the days leading up to election day 

�  Carrie’s health: she’s not been well since we 
returned from our trip more than a week ago 

�  For wisdom and creativity as we plan out this 
summer’s events for the community 

�  Becky’s financial support: she hopes to raise 
enough to cover her flight and materials for this 
summer’s programming and activities 

Contact Us 

 
Michael and Carrie (Caty) Hamley 

Plaza Naranjo de Bulnes No. 7 3ero C 
28523 Rivas-Vaciamadrid (MADRID) 

SPAIN 
 

   Phone: +34 91 666 1612 
   Email: mikencaty@hotmail.com 
   Blog: www.mikencaty.typepad.com 
 
“May the Lord direct your hearts into God’s love and 

Christ’s perseverance.” 
 —2 Thessalonians 3:5 


