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The Ball is Rolling 
After waiting for many months for our paperwork to 

arrive from Spain so that we could officially apply for our 
Spanish visas, it finally came in mid-October (only three 
months late!)  Early the following week, we traveled to 
Chicago to apply in person, since this is now a 
requirement.  There was some concern as to whether or 
not the translation Carrie did of the documents was going 
to be accepted (they usually require an official translation 
by a certified translator), but they reviewed and accepted 
everything, saying that it looked good to them.  We were 
told that our application packet must now be sent to 
Madrid and await approval…a process that could take 
anywhere from three weeks up to a year!  Naturally, we 
are hoping and praying for the best…three to four months 
is the average wait.  Since we were ticketed to return on 
Nov. 5, we had to change our return date which is 
tentatively set for Feb. 16.  However, if the visas are 
ready by Christmas, we plan to return in mid-January.  
We would appreciate your prayers in this matter as we 
are eager to return and get settled into a new apartment 
and get back to the work that God has called us to in 
Madrid. 

While is Chicago, we did sneak in a little bit of 
sightseeing (the downtown area and Navy Pier) and upon 
our applications being accepted, we celebrated with a 
jaunt up to Wisconsin (Michael’s 42nd state), had lunch 
and then toured the Jelly Belly Factory in Pleasant 
Prairie.  What a wonderful way to celebrate our victory in 
the consulate, as well as Michael’s birthday!  (And yes, 
they do give free samples…lots of them!) 

Touring the Jelly Belly Factory in Wisconsin 

Michael’s Ordination 
On the evening of Oct. 25, we formally addressed our 

sending church for the first time since our departure on 
the field.  After briefly speaking about our ministries in 
Spain and Portugal, Michael was ordained by Bishop 
David Roller.  Both superintendents of our supporting 

conferences (Mitch Pierce from Keystone and Ron 
Balzer from New South) participated in the ceremony 
along with our pastors Daryl Diddle and Dwight 
Winter.  It was a beautiful service, and we were 
grateful to share it with our friends and church family, 
even if our own families weren’t able to be there.  It’s 
amazing to see how far God has brought us since 
Michael first began seminary in 2001, and this day of 
joyous celebration has been a long time in the works! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Bishop Roller checks with God to make sure it’s okay. 

Our New Puppy! 
 Okay, so technically the puppy 

isn’t ours, but earlier this week, we 
(the entire family) had the great 
privilege of presenting Carrie’s 
father with a gift he has pined after 
for many years– a Yorkie puppy!  

We fell in love with Abbie (pictured below) at the 
Ladies’ Retreat where New South Superintendent 
Ron Balzer came to cook, his wife Tami came to lead 
worship, and their litter of 5 puppies came to steal our 
hearts!  We surprised Carrie’s dad with his 
birthday/early Christmas gift upon our return from the 
south after nearly six weeks spent in the KY-TN 
region visiting supporting churches.  The entire family 
is thrilled with its new addition; please pray that she 
brings joy to the house for many years to come!  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



New South Fall Ladies’ Retreat 
 This past weekend, we had the great joy 

of participating in the New South 
Conference’s Fall Ladies’ Retreat, which 

took place at Eagle Ridge Camp in Bowling 
Green, KY.  Carrie fellowshipped with the ladies 

while participating in the conference as well as sharing 
her vision for the lost of Spain.  Michael manned the 
kitchen as Superintendent Ron’s kitchen side-kick, 
secretly preparing the ladies delicious meals. Meanwhile, 
the women watched and discussed the video series 
“Extraordinary Women.”  During this time, they were 
challenged to value people over tasks, to cut back on the 
“busyness” of life, and to become a people of prayer. 
There was also a strong emphasis on missions, 
highlighting the work of the Free Methodist Church 
around the world.  

November Partnership Building Schedule 
Nov. 1:  Gallatin FMC, TN (a.m.) 

Nov. 1:  Simmons Chapel, Bradyville, TN (p.m.) 
Nov. 2:  Bratchers Crossroads, McMinnville, TN 

Nov. 4:  Scarborough Memorial, Harriman,TN 

Nov. 6-8: New South Ladies’ Retreat, Eagle Ridge 

Nov. 8: Fountain Square Ministries, Bowling Green, 
KY (a.m. & p.m.) 

Nov. 15: Light & Life Chapel, Williamsport, PA (a.m.) 

Nov. 15:     Cameron Co. Christian Ctr., Emporium, PA 
(p.m.) 

Nov. 18:  Kiski Unity FMC, Leechburg, PA 

Nov. 22: Ellwood City FMC, PA (a.m.) 

Nov. 22: New Castle Area FMCs, PA (p.m.) 

Nov. 26: THANKSGIVING (with family in PA!) 

Nov. 29: Orange Grove FMC, Bradenton, FL (a.m.)  

The Missiology of the Jelly Bean 
One of the joys of travel is that one 

can always learn something new.  This 
is true whether one is visiting a different 
culture or a jelly bean factory. 

While in Wisconsin, we heard that the jelly bean is a 
mixture of different candies: the inside is essentially the 
same as Turkish Delight, a recipe that dates back 
thousands of years.  But the candy coating was 
developed quite a bit more recently, arriving in its current 
form only in the late 1900s.  The combined result is 
something enjoyed by the majority of candy lovers. 

How does this relate to the church?  We preach a 
Gospel that is thousands of years old, yet we relate to 
cultures (whether one, several, or many) that change, 
often very quickly.  While the essential center remains 
unchanged (or at least it should), the “coating” on the 
outside changes with the times.  In this way, the church 
can adapt to times and circumstances, cultures and 
settings, yet remain true to the Lord Jesus Christ and the 
mission for which He sent the Spirit to guide the church in 
its work.  We can, as Paul says, “become all things to all 
people so that by all possible means [we] might save 
some” (1 Corinthians 9:22). 

It’s a big, diverse, complicated world–one that needs the 
Gospel truth in all of its forms and flavors.  May God 
guide each of us as believers and churches in 
maintaining His truth in all of its sweetness. 

  

Computers for Christmas 
Don’t forget that if you are 

looking for a special project to 
take on for Christmas, we are 
still in need of computers for the 
internet café we’ll be starting 
upon returning to the field.  We 
are asking interested groups to 
raise $500 to purchase a new 
computer, or to make a lesser donation to that end as 
they are led.  

Donations can be sent to Free Methodist World 
Missions with “Spain Development Fund” on the 
memo line, or gifts can be made directly through the 
fmwm.org website under EMPs (Extra Mile Projects), 
“Spain Development Fund.” 

For more information, feel free to contact us!   
 

Praises 
�  A wonderful visit with friends and supporters in 

our home church of Wilmore, KY 

�  Michael’s ordination 

�  A safe and successful trip to Chicago 

�  A wonderful new addition to our family– Abbie the 
Yorkie puppy 

�  Michael was finally able to have long-awaited 
surgery on his foot, and although it wasn’t 
covered by our insurance, the doctor only 
charged us for an office visit! 

Prayer Requests 
�  That our Spanish visas would be approved in a 

timely manner 

�  That we would use our time wisely as we await 
our return to Spain 

�  For continued health and safety in travels 

�  For the entire European team of missionaries, 
pastors, and church leaders who are currently 
meeting in Budapest for our bi-annual leadership 
conference 

 

Contact Us 
Michael and Carrie (Caty) Hamley 

252 Lauffer Mine Rd. 

Export, PA 15632 

724-972-7742 (Verizon cell phone) 

Email: mikencaty@hotmail.com 

Blog: www.mikencaty.typepad.com 
 

“Rescue those being led away to death; hold back those 
staggering towards slaughter.  Snatch others from the fire 
and save them.”   –Prov. 24:11 and Jude 23a 

 


