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Henry and Ruth
Riquelme

Chilean pastor Henry Riquelme and his wife, Ruth, serve as missionaries to the
Mapuches, an indigenous people group in Chile who are largely unreached by the
gospel. They use a variety of avenues to build trust with the Mapuche adults through
friendship and holistic ministry, which includes installing water systems, setting up 
irrigation for crops, counseling, hosting dental clinics, schooling, visits and Bible 
studies.

Pastor Henry is an ordained elder in the FMC and has pastored the FMC in Chillán.
Pastor Henry has served in several church leadership roles and has been an initiator for
the FM men’'s movement in Chile. He pastored in the city of Loncoche for seven years,
during which time he began the Bethlehem Girls’Home. Each year this boarding house
provides 10 Mapuche girls with a place to stay during the week so they can attend
school.

Pastor Henry states: “We feel this is God's answer to our yearning to serve among the
Mapuches. We hope to reach them with the whole gospel, allowing them to develop and
improve their quality of life. And we hope to establish the Free Methodist Church in a
culture that is socially, economically and spiritually needy. As a family, we feel privi-
leged to be a part of the establishment of our church in one of Chile's most important
cities (Temuco) and to extend the kingdom of the Lord.”
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