
 On July 31st at 6:00 AM, a team of nine from the Marysville Free Methodist 
Church in Washington departed from SeaTac airport. They arrived two days later on 
August 1st at the Blantyre airport.  

 The team’s purpose in Malawi was to run a camp for youth, ages 12-20. The 
camp was located at Abusa Chakuma’s church in Zomba, a city about a couple hours 
drive north of Blantyre. It took place from August 
6 to August 9. About 50 youth attended the camp 
and most of them came from the southern region 
of Malawi. There were also about five pastors 
from Malawi attending the camp to help translate 
and to learn how to run their own youth camp. 

 The theme of the camp was “Walking 
With Jesus”. The team from Marysville taught the 
youth how to continually walk with Jesus through 
a course of discipleship lessons. Each team mem-
ber had their own small group where they in-
structed the lessons. They were about spending 
time with God, prayer, reading your Bible, wor-
ship, growing spiritually, and how to share your 
faith. The idea of small groups was new to the pas-
tors at the camp and they were incredibly suppor-
tive of it. Pastor Harv also gave two sermons a day 
during our chapel sessions. 

 The youth camp was a huge success. Everyone that attended benefitted from it, 
including the team that ran it. The youth learned how to walk with Jesus and about 25 of 
them accepted Jesus at the concluding service that Sunday. The team left all of the sup-
plies they had brought so the pastors will be prepared to run more youth camps in the 
future. 

  Even with all the struggles of being in a different country, the team was always 
flexible. There was one song that could always bring a smile: Palibe Ofanana Yesu 
(There is no one like Jesus). We have searched everywhere and still we cannot find 
anyone like Jesus!  
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Web sites to see: 
 

FM World Missions 
 

Free Methodist Church of 
North America 

 
Pacific Northwest Conference 
of the Free Methodist Church 

 
International Child Care  

Ministries 
 

Marysville Free Methodist 
Church 

M alawi mean s“flaming  

waters”…  an allusion to the 
reflections of the  

setting sun on  

Lake M alawi 
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 The Haight family, a part of the Marysville team, spon-
sors a 14-year-old Malawian girl through International Child 
Care Ministries. Her name is Caloreen and she is the daughter 
of Abusa Andrew Manyoni. Since they were traveling to Ma-
lawi, the Haight family hoped they could meet Caloreen and 
possibly have Caloreen come to the youth camp. With prayer 
and some money the Haight family got Caloreen and Abusa 
Manyoni to the camp. Abusa Manyoni helped out with the 
camp, while Caloreen attended it. She learned more about Jesus 
and met new friends. You could tell by her smile that she had a 
great time.  

 Most people will never meet the child they   sponsor, 
but it isn’t totally impossible. The Haight family got to see 
and experience the world that Caloreen lives in. In a previous letter Andrew had written to the Haight family 
he said, “If God wants us to meet we will meet.” God obviously wanted it.  
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Everyone on the Marysville team knows that they couldn’t 
have been as successful if they hadn’t had Kelsey Lynn 
working with them at the youth camp. Kelsey was a huge 
support to the team!  

 Kelsey Lynn is currently living in Lilongwe, Ma-
lawi working as a teacher for Anna and Lydia Bartlett. 
Kelsey has already lived there for a year and will be going 
back in May of 2009. During the time of the youth camp 
Kelsey volunteered to come and help the team from 
Marysville.  

 Right away Kelsey and the team bonded. Kelsey 
was prepared to do anything to help out. She helped a lot 

in keeping the camp organized with the idea of registering all the kids that came.  She also helped teach the 
team words and songs in Chichewa. Everything the team did Kelsey was a part of. She helped in teaching the 
gospel message and helped with all the crafts, even knitting! Even though she didn’t know most of the songs 
the team sang she sang along anyway! 

 It was entirely God’s plan for Kelsey to help out with the youth camp because she formed an amazing 
relationship with everyone on the team. Everyone will miss her, but they plan to keep in touch through  

Facebook and email.�
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The first Malawi mission trip meeting happened in September of 2007. Without any idea of what they would 
be doing or how they would raise the $30,000.00 needed to go to Malawi, the team from Marysville prayed 
together and put all their trust in God. 

 About nine months later, the team had raised a total of $39,493.00 from 
fundraising deposits they had made. They had gone over their goal by $9,000.00! 
The Marysville Free Methodist Church was very supportive of their team and a 
huge sum of the money came from their support and generosity. $3,720 of that 
money had been raised from a benefit dinner that a small group from the Marys-
ville Free Methodist Church put on. The team also sent out support letters to 
their friends and family. 

 At the end of their mission trip the team left $3,000 with Ryan Willson to pay for 4 church roofs, one 
roof for a pastors home, one backpack and school supplies for a pastor going to bible school, one set of bike 
tires and tubes for a pastor, 3 bags of maize for a pastor and his family, and extra money for food for Ryan to 
distribute. They also gave a $1,000 gift to Kelsey for her training in Cambodia. 

 The money that was raised was a huge blessing from God. The team felt like they hardly had to do any 
fundraising at all! All of the money that was not spent during the time of the trip will be sent to Ryan so he can 
decide what to use it for. Thank you to everyone who supported the Marysville team in bringing Malawian 
children to Jesus!�
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